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In "Along Comes Finley," Miss Valentina shares another story with her delightful first grade

class, she has no idea about the pet stowed away in her luggage, carried far away from home!

In this moving tale of friendship, classmates Micah and Ava discover a bond of trust and

compassion when Finley, the fennec fox from Africa, goes missing. Embark upon the journey

with this group of friends and their unlikely class pet!
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Bautista“You’re braver than you believe,stronger than you seem, and smarter than you think.”—

Winnie the Pooh

“Where are you going with that snack?” Ava whispered to Micah. His mom always packed his

food in a brown, crinkly sack.Micah headed over to a tiny hole in the wall in the corner of the

room, just big enough for a small animal to fit through. “Shh!” he replied. “Miss Valentina will

hear you. She has bionic ears.”

“Boys and girls, please join me on the carpet. I can’t wait to share all about my summer safari

trip to Africa!” Miss Valentina beamed. It was the first day of first grade. Ava and her friends

were excited to be in Miss Valentina’s class, because they had learned three cool things about

her at the Meet the Teacher event before school started.Her favorite holiday—if you could

guess by her last name—was Valentine’s Day. Her birthday was in February, too, so there was

a celebration of great people in history for the whole month. And, she loved the color purple

with a passion!

Miss Valentina began, “We drove deep into the heart of Africa. Hot desert sand billowed

through the windows of the jeep. I could barely see ahead of me. As we eased around the

bush, the safari tour guide pressed a button on his radio and said, ‘Jambo! Welcome to the

Serengeti!’“Six tourists lumbered out of the jeep. It was hot and sticky under the blazing sun. I

grabbed my safari hat and canteen for the walking tour. I couldn’t wait for the adventure to

begin!” Miss Valentina held her hat and water bottle up from the trip for the students to see.

“Stepping over rocks and thick brush, we hiked until we came across an underground burrow.

We heard rustling leaves. I crouched on both knees and peered inside. Hidden in a corner was

a tiny creature with enormous, bat-like ears. I reached in and scooped up the creamy-colored

furball. With a dazed look in its eyes, it stretched out its paws and uncurled a black-tipped tail.

We had encountered a fennec fox!”The children’s eyes opened wide . . . almost like they knew

a secret . . . but no one said a word to Miss Valentina.“‘Ahhh chew!’ I sputtered. The baby fox

licked the inside of my hand. His tongue was like sticky paper. It felt so tickly, I giggled out loud,”

Miss Valentina said. “‘Ahhh chew!’ I sneezed again. It seemed like I was allergic to the little

furball. So, I knelt down and ushered the fennec fox back inside its den. Then, I reached inside

my satchel for hand sanitizer.”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 4.0. 1 people have provided feedback.
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